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N O RT H  S TA R
Through attentive, immersive wilderness travel,  

our expeditions affirm connections to nature, each other, and our best selves,  
and build practices of care for our one Earth.



H O W  W E  T R AV E L
A rugged, wild experience: Our expeditions 
center on spectacular, newly protected 
landscapes. We encounter these places on their 
own terms, wading through glacial rivers, 
braving the Patagonian wind, and sleeping 
under the stars.  

Community and reflection: Our trips take time 
to reflect on our relationship to the non-human 
world. We equip participants with the tools they 
need to be thoughtful advocates for 
conservation worldwide. 

Lightweight guiding: We bring local 
knowledge, logistical support, and wilderness 
experience. Participants bring curiosity, energy 
and a growth mindset. Together, we take on the 
work of life well-lived outside: navigating, 
making camp, cooking, and building outdoor 
skills along the way. Most groups travel with no 
porters, carrying everything they need, and 
camp in backcountry spots each night.



Patagonia is massive: three times the size of 
California. Its landscapes range from the arid 
steppes of Argentina to the glaciers, peaks, 
and forests of south Chile.  

Some call Chile’s Aysén Region “Unknown 
Patagonia,” but word is starting to get out 
about this spectacular, rugged area. Chile’s 
least populated region, Aysén is wild, remote, 
and less traveled, with fewer than 100,000 
inhabitants and over half of its area 
protected in national parks. 

At a time when quarter of a million people 
walk the trails of Torres del Paine National Park 
every year, our expeditions immerse you deep 
in some of Aysén’s most spectacular, remote 
national parks. In parallel, you’re exploring 
and supporting a region that’s a living 
laboratory for conservation-oriented 
community development.

FA R  R E A C H E S  
O F  PATA G O N I A



Chile’s newest national park, Patagonia 
National Park encompasses over 750,000 
acres of wild and rewilding landscapes. The 
park’s diverse ecosystems, ranging from arid 
steppe grasslands to southern beech forests 
to high glaciated peaks, make it a hotspot 
for biodiversity in Patagonia.  

Often called the “Yellowstone of South 
America,” this area earned national park 
status in 2018 through a landmark 
conservation collaboration between 
Tompkins Conservation and the Chilean 
government.  

Most of our expeditions explore this 
young, increasingly beloved national park. 

PATA G O N I A  
N AT I O N A L  PA R K



S C H U L E N G O ’ S  
S T O RY

What's in a name? A century ago, millions 
of guanacos (a llama-like camelid) and their 
young, locally known as chulengos, roamed 
Patagonia. Expanding sheep ranching 
pushed these native foragers out of prime 
grasslands, and their population shrank 
drastically. In Patagonia National Park, the 
spiritual launching point for our project, the 
chulengos of spring are symbols of 
restoration, as grasslands rebound from 
overgrazed ranch to national park.  

At Chulengo Expeditions, we trace our roots 
back to Tompkins Conservation, the team 
behind the restoration and protection of 
millions of acres in Chile and Argentina. 
Curious and energetic, each chulengo 
reminds us of the power in each of us to 
work toward a healthier world.



W H O  W E  A R E
Founded in 2016 by two longtime members of the Tompkins 
Conservation team, Chulengo Expeditions takes its ethos 
from generations of adventurers-turned-environmentalists.  
As our mentor Kris Tompkins puts it, "we defend what we 
love, and we love what we know."  We aim to share the 
power of natural places to inspire, educate, and transform.  

Rooted in Aysén, Chile, Chulengo benefits from the wisdom 
and support of many, from Chile-based outdoor educators to 
mentors and participants from around the world. We are a 
local, place-based organization and look for ways to support 
a thriving, prosperous, healthy future for this region.
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Co-founder

Ben Wilcox 
Co-founder

Mauricio Inostroza 
Chile Director



E T H O S
1) We are environmental educators.  
We want participants to come away from our trips connected to Patagonia's 
landscapes and ecosystems, empowered as environmental activists, and 
inspired to continue their backcountry travels elsewhere. Now more than ever, 
we believe this is a vital task. We try to foster conversation and reflection around 
complex questions — questions of consumption, conservation, climate change, 
technology, and the future of environmentalism.  

2) We are community members. 
Chulengo provides sustainable jobs and reliable income for the communities of 
Aysén, a region that has staked its economic future on national parks and 
wilderness conservation. We direct 10% of of profits from our community 
expeditions to Aysén-based social and environmental NGOs and seek out 
meaningful opportunities for our participants to volunteer in local communities. 

3) We are spiky, not glossy. We don't offer a standardized product. We 
offer an invitation to co-create an experience.  
The expeditions we lead are real -- not staged. They depend on the energy, 
curiosity, and dedication of their participants, and adversity and uncertainty are 
at the heart of what make them so special.  Each and every time we go into the 
field, we are writing a new story. 

4) We are humble and curious.  
We'll be the first ones to admit we don't have it all figured out. We stay curious, 
eager, and engaged. We invite activists and artists on our expeditions; they help 
us see our own world with fresh eyes. And if we meet a truly visionary educator, 
our first instinct is: hire them!  

5) We are free-spirited, irreverent, and WILD.  
The word “wild” has nearly been beaten to death by advertising and 
consumerism. But we still think it stands for something vital, something worth 
fighting for. "The word wild," says the poet Gary Snyder, "is like a gray fox 
trotting off through the forest, ducking behind bushes, going in and out of 
sight." If we had to sum up what we're after, it'd be that gray fox. 



J O I N  U S  
Apply for an expedition: chulengo.org/apply 
Get in touch: info@chulengo.org 
Plan a custom expedition: chulengo.org/custom

http://chulengo.org/apply
mailto:info@chulengo.org
http://chulengo.org/custom


W E  N E E D  W I L D  P L A C E S  
A N D  W I L D  P L A C E S  N E E D  U S


